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he and his subordinates extracted between 300 and 400 teeth
for their followers ; these, however, were natives of the

extreme West and extreme East and not of Central Africa.

THE WIDTH OF STREETS AS AFFECTING
PUBLIC HEALTH.

ACCORDING to an American contemporary, Dr. Anders
has been making certain inquiries in Philadelphia as to the
influence of the width of streets on the mortality from
phthisis, and as the result of examining into the localisation
of 1500 deaths he has arrived at the conclusion that the
number of phthisis deaths is smaller in proportion to the
population in wide streets than in narrow ones, and that in
narrow streets the mortality is greatest where they are long
or where they form culs-de-sac ; in other words, complete
movement of air about dwellings is a point of great import-
ance in connexion with the question of pulmonary phthisis.
It is on this principle that all modern by-laws as to open
space about houses are based, and it is as important to
have wide open spaces behind houses as well as in the
streets in front, so as to secure a proper through current of
air. There is, as a rule, not much difficulty in getting a
reasonable width of street in the case of newly laid out
areas for building, but there is a constant tendency to put
an undue limit on the needed area behind dwelling-houses,
although this is a matter of the first importance as regards
the promotion of health and the prevention of a certain
class of diseases. The observations from Philadelphia
deserve the consideration of such sanitary authorities in
this country as have not yet acquired proper control over
the open spaces to be provided about new domestic buildings.

THE UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.

WE understand that in consequence of the representations
made by the delegates of the Provincial Colleges at the
conference with the Senate of the University of London on
Oct. 29th, further modifications will be introduced in the
"latest revised" scheme for a new Charter which has been

brought forward by the University.

WRITING FOR THE BLIND.

IT is now many years since the expedient of printing in
embossed letters was first employed to enable the blind to
become readers in spite of their defect of vision ; but, so far
as we are aware, the systems heretofore in use for this pur-
pose have been very strictly limited in their application to
this specific purpose. The idea of enabling the blind to
write as well as read did not at first present itself to the
inventors of this valuable device ; and even when, after
some lapse of time, a system was worked out by which the
blind patient might be taught to produce legible signs, the
characters adopted for this purpose were such as an ordinary
reader could not understand. A system has recently been
devised by an ingenious French lady which gets rid of this
defect, and enables the blind to write in ordinary characters,
or, to be quite accurate, in characters which so nearly re-
semble the characters of an ordinary printed alphabet that
any person can read them with ease and without preliminary
training. The system consists in using what may be called
a stencil plate to cover the slieet of paper to be written on,
and in guiding the stylus used for this purpose by the edges
of the apertures cut in the plate. It will easily be understood
that a number of such apertures can be cut, arranged in
horizontal rows, so that one opening in the plate will

correspond to every letter written on the paper. It is not
so easy to explain in terms how one shape of opening is
made available as a guide for any letter that may be desired.
Suffice it to say that the generalised form which serves
these multifarious purposes is substantially an octagon, to

which two perpendicular slots are connected, one on the
right and the other on the left hand side. The central

octagon serves as a guide for the outline of any letter, as
tc O’5 , T1,I) "r," &c., which can be inscribed within it, while
the slots enable the blind writer to add the long tails or
upright strokes of letters, such as 11 d," "j," uc , which rise
above or fall below the general outlines of the written matter.
In this way the whole alphabet has been reduced to elements.
which are all presented in one comparatively simple figure,
and a few hours’ instruction is said to be sufficient in the.
case of an intelligent pupil, to make the writer familiar
with its use. The employment of a carbon paper to give
colour to the written characters makes the product more
legible than ordinary handwriting, by reason of the bolder
form of the letters employed. The great enlargement which
the faculties of a blind person thus receive entitles this new

system to the most careful consideration at the hands of ail’
who are interested in the education of the blind; since it is.
thus made possible for them to correspond without any
assistance beyond that which these simple instruments.

supply, and to read and write in such a way as brings them
into direct and easy communication with those who have
had no prior training in the blind alphabet.

SCARLET FEVER IN LONDON.

THE returns submitted to the Metropolitan Asylums-
Board at their meeting on Saturday show a decrease of 6&.

in the number of cases of scarlet fever, and of 8 in those,
of diphtheria, notified to the Managers during the fortnight.
ended October 25th compared with the preceding fortnight.
There has, however, been an increase of 27 cases of ever
admitted into the hospitals of the Board during the past
fortnight, but the returns do not enable us to distinguish
how many of these are scarlatinal. On the 30th ult. there-
were 1998 cases of scarlatina and 149 of diphtheria in hos-
pital. Of these, 433 were convalescents in the Northern
Hospital at Winchmore Hill, and 156 in the Gore Farn
Hospital, recently fitted up and opened for the purpose of
relieving the pressure upon the hospitals in town. There-
were 67 beds available for scarlet fever and 46 for diphtheria.
cases, with a reserve of 68 available if required. The-
decrease in the number of cases notified is satisfactory, and
may possibly be an indication that the epidemic has reached
its maximum. The Local Government Board having issued*
the necessary regulations with regard to the admission of
students to the hospitals of the Asylums Board for the.
purposes of instruction, we presume the medical schools’.
will be now authorised to furnish the requisite documents il11
favour of such students as they may think fit to recommena.

A MIDDLE PASSAGE FOR CATTLE.

IT is time that something was done to abate the sufferings’
endured by the living " freight" which is carried week by,
week from foreign ports to the English cattle market. The.-
barbarities of the notorious middle passage were different,
but not greater. The case in our day is that of oxen, nob
men, and the evil done is less criminal in degree rather,-
than in kind. Details of its painful circumstances leak out
in the press from time to time, and they are by no meane-.
pleasant reading. In a recently published narrative of a.
transatlantic passage we have horrors enough of this kind,
and there is no doubt whatever that the home and con-
tinental trade in live stock can as little bear a close inspec-
tion. At the outset many animals, having already travelled
long distances by rail, are from exhaustion or injury unfits
for the sea passage. They are driven, beaten, and hustled
on board nevertheless, and so closely penned that only the.
standing posture is possible. To lie down is in many cases’

equivalent to death by suffocation. Weakness, illness, ana
injury receive but little consideration from the rough cattle-


